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of the Board to the Reverend Mr.BENJAM1N 


CoLMAN for his SERMON preached on the 
Day of Election of COUNCELLORS, and deſire 


a Copy thereof in order to its being Printed: 
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E E following Sermon 3 is'a = 
rious & humble Add, to Tour 
tb Honours on the behalf of He- 
rity, - laying before You the 
Charge and Commandment. of 
A tbe Grecar GOD by Whom 
Lou rule, That You, picuſly 
and faithfully uſe, your beſt 
Faden un under His Bleſſing and by the Fa- 
vour of our Gracious King, to leute thoſe Croll & 
Religious Priviledges which we now enjoy for a 
Inberitance to our Children after us. 1 
Tu E ſhort and compendious way ta this, is 
here laid beforeYon from the Word of GOD, name» 
Iy, A religious ſeeking for, and 958 Pirg a all bis s 
mandments. | 
Ix GOD favour us it ſhall 90 well with r us, tis 
Royal Favour of our Ki to us being from Hi, 
and ſo all the Wiſdom & Succeſs of Tour Comn/ets 


It is with G GOD alſo to make all a7 fx EN ( te- 
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cret or open ) 10 be at peace with us, or to turn 


their miſcheiyqus Counſels into fooliſbncſs. 
PIETY is big with has to the Publick, 
and alſo to every Perſon. But e 
Rulers a ſingular Benefit and Glory to any Peo- 
* They are an Image of CHRIST in bis Offices 
@& Government ; the Prophet and Prince are uni- 


ted in them; and Men ſhall be bleſſed in them, 


* 


all People hall call them bleſſed. | 
Tae Fathers of this Province came hither 70 
Seek for an to keep all. the Commandments of God, 


and (by His will and grace) fo leave theſe uns 


their Children after them, fer ever, So the 


General Court in effect told Ning Charles the Second, 
in their Addreſs to him in the Year 1661, © We 
ſupplicate Your Majeſty (ſaid they ) for Your 
# gracious Protection of us, in the Continuance 
* both of our Civil and Religious Liberties, accor- 
ding to the Grantees known End of ſuing for ihe 
* Parent, conferr'd upon this Plantation by your 
= Royal Father. Our Liberty to walk in the way 


* of theGoſpel, with all goodConſciences according 
*tothe Order of the Goſpel, was the Cuaſe of our 


*tranſporting our ſelves with our Wives, our little 


* ones and our ſubſtance, from that pleaſant Land, 
* over the Atlanticꝶ Ocean, into the vaſt Wilder- 


© neſs, chuſing rather the pure ScriptureWorſhip 


©with a good Conſcience in this remote V ilder- 


5 neſs, than the pleaſures of England with Sub- 
je miſſion, to the Impoſitions of the then ſo diſpo- 
* fed, and ſo far prevailing Hierarchy, which we 
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The Dedication. 


“ could not do without an evil Conſcience.— 


„ ” 
NF 


We are not ſeditious, as to the Intereſt of Ca ſir; 


cc nor ſchifmatical, as to matters of Religion. We 
e diſtinguiſh between Churches and their Impuri- 
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e ties. We could not live without the Publick 


e all 
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Jul Love to G O D, your Country, your Children, 
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The Dedication 
al we ſhall find ſome of the beſt Inſtances of 


- 
* 


ſtrict Family-Government, and a careful Inſt itu- 


tibn of their Children in the Principles and ways 
of our Fathers, You cannot better expreſs a faiib- 


and your on Souls, than in ſo doing. 


Ap now that I am ſpeaking of this good Spir it 


for the Publick and for Futurii, as the ſingular 
FPuty and Ornament of the Rulers of a People; 
give me leave to add ----That it was this which 
built our Co/lege even in the Infancy of the Colony, 
and which has ſupported and endow'd it to this 
day. GOD has from time to time rais d up kind 
Friends and generous Benefattors to that Society, 
both from among our, ſelues, and alſo from abroad. 


We have our /iv:ng Benefactors with us, and we 


ſee the Chi/dren of Thoſe that are deceaſed. We 
hope that Foſteriiy will not forget the Kindneſs of 


God which they have ſhewn; and we tiuſt that 


GOD til remember it for gocd to Them and theirs. 
Bur IoweuntoG O D and to my Country a 
very particular and. moſt grateful mention of the 
late Bounties of theWorthy & Pious Mr, ThoMas 
HoLL1s.of London unto our College; to ask the 


Praiſes of my People to the Bleſſed GO D, whoſe 
the Marvellous Work is; and to ask their Prayers 
to GOD for ſo great a Benefactor to Us and to 
our Children. GOD has put it into his heart to lay 
a great Foundation this laſt Year for the Glory of 
CkRIST, and the good of our Pofieriry, even for 


ever ; If it pleaſe the Divine Providence to crown 
his Deſign and Deſires with a Bleſſing. Ten of 
our Sons, the poorer and the more. prompt. and 
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pious, are to receive Annually, Tex Freunde 
each, towards their Education for the Service 
of CHRIST in the Work of the Min fir y 
among us. And moreover the Logp has enlarg d 
his heart to give us no leſs than Eighry pounds 
per Annum for the Maintenance of 4 Profeſſor of 
Divinity in the College; where a very worthy One 
is Eftabliſh'd, who is reading Lectares to the S. u- 

dents every week, in publick and in private; to 
their great Spiritual Advantage ( we truſt ) & for 
their Improvement in facred knowledge. 

| Trae Sons of New-England muſt for ever ac- 
knowledge Mr. Ho LL Is for a Father to them; and 
I truſt that GOD means 10 give Him in many of 
them a better Name than of Sons & of Daughters ; 


| beſides that Everlaſting Name among the Children 


of GOD that ſhall never be cut iff. Yea the 
Churches of New- England will gratefully: own Mr. 
HOL IL Is to be made by GOD a Aur/ing Fa- 
ther to them, while His Profeſſar ſhall (by the will 
of GOD) from Generation to Generation be 
feeding our Sons with the Sencere Milk of the Word, 
and they. theſe Flocks of our Lord Jeſus Ch1jt 
With the me . 1 | 
TH us it pleaſes G O D to be ſpeaking in His 
gracious Providence Concerning our Poſlerh , CON» 
cerning the College and theſe Charcbes, for times 
to come; if we will be ſeeking for & keeping all 
His Commandments; which is the thing that our 
pious Frie ni & Benefattor has at heart in all th:s 

Bounty to ss. 
AT the ſame time GO D has pleas d to inſpire 
ſeyeral- very Reverend Miniſters in London, with a 
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"vi The Dedicatiors © 
natural & earneft Care for our Intereſt, Civil and 

Religious, even as if They had been born of us, 
or we of Them. Such is the fervent & tendersol- 


Ticitade, which they expreſs for the weal & flou- 


riſhing of our Country, our College, & our Churches; 5 


and left we or our Poſterity ſhould loſe our preci- 
cious Liberties. They know us not, nor can have 


any Benefit by us; but they are known to 


CHRIST, and are His Servants, and ſeek His glory; 


and for IESUS ſake they wiſh our Good, Tem- 
poral & Spiritual: Becauſe of the Houſe of the Lord | 
our GOD ibey ſeek our Good. Now while GOD 
moves thus the Hearts of diſtant Friends, who ne- 


ver ſaw us, to ſeek the Preſervation & Propagation 


of Religion & Learning to our Poſterity ; ſhall not 
we our ſelves much more feel this Concern for 
our ſelves ? to keep thoſe good things committed 


to us, and to /eave them for an Inheritance unto 
our Children after us, for ever? 


I have thus caſt into a new Form, and by way 


of Preface ſaid, ſome of thoſe things which I omit- 
ted, when the Time & my Strength fail'd me in 
the Delivery of the following Sermon: Which 


that it may be accompanied with the Divine 


Bleſſing te them that read it, is the Prayer of 
May it pleafe Tour = 0 X o v R S, 
i Tour moſt Obedient bed 
hs Humble et, 


Benjamin Colman. 
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An Eleclion SERMON. 


* 


I. Chron. XXVIII. 8. 


ot Nom therefore in the ſight of all Iſrael, the 
or Congregation of the Lord, and in the Audi- 
ence of our God, keep & ſeek for all the 
Commandments of the Lord your God that 
Jou may poſſeſs this good land, and leave it 
for an Inheritance to your Children after 
you, for ever. | 


H ESE are ſome of the laſt 
Words of David, the King of 
ae,, the Lok p's Prophet, and 

the Father of his People. He 
ſpake them to an afjemb'y of tbe 
Princes of the Tribes of Iſrael, 
theirCaprains & Officers, whom 

- —— he bad ſummon'd together to 
receive his laſt Will and Charge. Tue Subject 
whereon he now difcours'd them, was as became 


J. | B 2 4 


e 407» r 


2 An Elton Sermon. 4 
a dying King & Saint,theWorſhip & Houſe of GOD 
among them; that the might be their Care after 
his deceaſe, and that with Religion the Favour and 
Bleiling of God might be entail'd upon them, and 
on their Children after them. L | 
THe Aved King had been very week and like 
to die before this, but ſeems to have ſome little 


revival, ſame return of vital warmth and heat, 


and thus he improv'd it; he would once more ſee 


his Nebler and Officers about him, and give them 


his laſt Charge and Bleſſing, and take his laſt /cave 
of them. So it became the King of I/rae/ to die. 
WHEN bis illaſtriour Aſſembly preſented them- 
ſelves before him, the King flood up upon his feet, 
ver. 2. God ſtrengthen'd him for this laſt and 


noble Act of his life He had a Meſſage from God | 


to deliver to them, and it became him to ſhew this 


reverence. . He alſo honour'd as well as lov'd the 


noble Perſons whom he ſpake to ; and they were 
worthy of this reſpett from their King: the Princes 
of the people of the God of Abraham ;, bis Bretbren 
and the People of bis God, e 
ACCORDINGLY he beſpeaks them with af- 
tection and reſpect, Hear me my Bretbren and my 
people. Humility becomes and adorns even Kings 


themſelves. It 1s a truly royal Robe wherewith 


they ſhould be cloth'd. Nor ſhould it be put cn 


only as a grave-cloth when they come to die, and 


muſt be laid in the duſt. a 
Txe Kg informed his Nobles here of his own 
good will and deſire to have built the Temple of 


God; an houſe of Reſt for the Ark of his Coves 
tant, aud for the Honour of his Name; but that 


God 
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An Elechon Sermon. | 
God had forbid him and had reſerv'd that great 
and good Work for his Son after him. He — 
them however how he had prepared and made 
ready for the building; that God had choſen Solo- 
mon for his Succeſſor in the Kingdom, and had 
promis d concerning him that he ſhould build his 
Houſe; had promis d to be his Father, & ta eſtabliſh 
his Kingdom for ever, if with a filial piety he con- 
tinued in obedience to him. This is the ſhort and 
ſummary of the King's Speech, to the Words of 
my Text Am therefore in the ſight of all Iſrael; 
the Crnyreeution of the Lord, and in the audience 
of our God; keep & ſeek for ali the Commandmer gs 
of the Lord your God; that ye may poſſeſs: ibis geo 
Land, and leave it fer an Inberuancee to your Chits 


* 


Tusk Words are a very grave and ſolemn 
Charge, whereof we may conſider, 1. The matier 


= of it ; that they ſnou'd keep N /cek for all the 


Commandments of the Lord their God. The know- 


| ledge and obſervance of God's Commandments is 
the ſumm of God's Charge and Will left with his: 


People. They muſt ſet themſelves to keep his 


Commandments, even / of them; and in order ta: 


this they muſt ſee fur them all, to know the whole 
of their duty, What they knew they mult be ſure 


to keep, & they muſt ſeek for what they knew not. 


2. ThisCharge is deliver'd with much. 


| In the ſiabt of all Iſrael, the Congretotion of the. 


Lor d, and in the audience of cur God, | What could 
be ſaid more ſolemn 2 cf out aber ef) 
I. Sayes the King, I charge you in the frabr if alt 
Vrael. As if they were all here preſent, and wit- 
rn * 
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neſies of what I ſay : that Iſrae! whoſe Princes & 
Officers you are, and as whoſe Repreſentatives 
you here ſtand; as in the ſight and hearing of a// 
Vrael, to whom the Words Which I now ſpeak will 
foon come. \ | oe 
Moreover, 2. Conſider. ye that this people is 
the Lord's Congregation, The greater therefore 
was the truſt and charge of ibeſe Princes, the 
Heads of this Congregation of the Lord; who 
would be the greater Witneſſes for or againſt their 
Princes, if they ſhould ſeek and keep the Com- 
mandments of God or not do it. But if it were 
awful to be charg'd as in their ſight, Is 
How much more was it for them to conſider, 
3. That it was n the audience of God Himſelf that 
they were now ſpoken to. In the ſight of all I. 
rael, and in the aulience of our God. HE is pre- 
fent with us, faid the dying K 7g ; I ſpeak to you 
in Hie Name; HE ſees and hears us; He is a 
witneſs, and ſo are his Congregation of what I ſay 
to you; and as you fear Him or tender his favour, 
regard what I ſay unto you. To all this Solem- 
ay in the Words, we muſt yet further obſerve 
en,, 54: 08 nd ä 
3. An Arguwent referr'd unto, and a Aſoti ve 
— o 
T. Here is a great Argument, Reaſon ar NMlosive 
referrd unto. Noto thereſore; fo hegins my text. 
It refers to the preceeding diſcourſe of David's: 
9. d. Since I have by the direction and favour of 
God, made ſuch proviſion for the building a Houſe 
to his Name and Worſhip, and ſince God has cho- 
ſen Solomon to build it, and promiled ta be with 
| | 5 him 


An Election Sermon. 5 
& him in it; and to eſtabliſh his Kingdom for ever, 
2 if he and you be conſtant in his Commandments : 
il New her fore I require & charge you in the ſight 
It F of all Iſrael and in the audience of our God that 
ye keep and ſeek for all the Commandments of 
is the Lord your God, c. As you regard God 
re and his Worſhip, value his favour, or fear his 
ze anger; and as you would have Chxxch and State 
o remain in a flouriſhing condition; ſee that you be 
ir & obſervant of the Lord's Commands even all of them. 
The Houſe of God in Irael, and the Kingdom in 
'e the Houſe of David depended on it. F. 
2̃. There is a Aſottde added in the cloſe of the 
r, Text: That ye may poſſeſs this good land, an] leave' 
it it for an Inberitance for your Children after you, 
> | forever. Before they were mov'd from the Ho- 
- Þ nour & Glory to the Name of GOD; here they are 
u | mov'd from their own and theirChildren's tempo- 
a ral welfare. They were poſleſs'd of a good land; 
they held it by the promiſe of GOD upon their 
r, Obedience to Him; they would deſire to keep the 
- | poſſeſſion they had of it, and that their Children 
e | {ſhould inherit it after them; But then they muſt 
| needs ſeek for and keep the Commandments of the 
e Lord their God, if they would have a peaceable & 
| quiet poſſeſſion of their pleaſant land ſecured to 
them, or to their Children after them. | 


A THesE are the Arguments and Motives with 
which the duty required in the text is inforced. 
f I ſhall now name ſome Docfrinal Obſervations. . 


j- L THAT the People of God in general, the 
BF Rulers of a people in particular, and every ſingle 
oh nt, ö perſon 


Pen helonging to the Congregation of the Lord; 
are under the {tri& charge of GOD to ſeek & keep 
| all His Commandments. . 
II THAI as every Superior in the ſtate or in 
the Church, is under this Charge himſelf, ſo it is 
his duty to I y it upon all that are under him, and 
to leave it as his dying Charge with them. 

III THAT we ſhould every one of us ſeri- 

ouſly conſider, that it is in the ſight of all the 
Lord's people, the Congregation of the Lord, and 
in the Audience of our GOD, that we are under 
this Charge. | 

TV THAT the Church, Kingdom and Wor- 
fhip of CHRIST among us, the Houſe of our 
GOD, depends on our religious ſeeking & keeping 
of GOD's Commandments.- 

V. THAT this is the way to keep. poſſeſſion of 
this good Land which the Lord our God has given 
us, and to leave it for an Inheritance unto aur 


Children after us. 


L THAT tbe People of God in general, the . 
a people in particular, and every ſingle perſon 


among them, are under the ſfiritt Charge of GOD 


10 feet for & Ap all His Commandments. 


$0 they are charged, and this is the Charge i 
ur text. And here I ſhall ſay, 1 This is "the 
Se of the Lord our God. 2. We are all under. 

3. The Rulers of a People are ſo in an eſpe- 


Gal manner. 
1. Tarts is the Charts of the-Lord our God; that 


we W and ſeek for all His Commantinentss 
| c 


82 


3 Election Sermon. ug 
We have his Commandments inhis Wo d. They are 
the Laws, Statutes, Teſtimonies, and Judgments of 
the Lord our God; and in ſhort His Covenant with 
his people. Moſes and the Prophets have handed 
them down to us; and CHRIST. (the Eternal Son 
of GOD, and Lord of all the Holy Prophets) has 
confirm'd & ratify'd them. Moles beſpeaks the 
Church for ever in the 4. Chapter of Deur. Behold 


I have taught you ſtatutes & judgmtnts, az the Lerd 


my God commanded me: ye ſhall not add unto tbe 
Mord whith I command you, neither ſhall ye diminiſh 
qught from it: An1 what Nation is there ſo great; 
tbat bath ſtatutes & judgments ſo righteous, as all 
this Lam which I ſer bejore t Now, ſays the 
text, . Ch SORE, 7 | . 

1. WE muſt religiouſly keep the Command: 
ments of the Lord our God. Laws are made, and 
Gods laws are written to us, to be obſerved & kept. 
A Commandinent implies Obedience. We muſt 
needs be /;e to the Fower that is over us, to give 
laws and to judge us by the laws, both for wrath 


& for Conſcience ſake. The law is to rule & goyern 


us To keep the Commandment is to do it; to 


| obſerye & obey it with our hearts and in our lives, 
We muſt keep it in our minds and hide it in eur 


hearts, that we may not ſin againſt it, tranſgreſy 
and break it, in thot word or deed. We muſt. 
therefore keep our Souls diJigently that we may 


keep God's word. The keeping it implies care, 


diligence, conſtancy & pleaſure, Faith, fear,love, 

reverence, eſteem of the word, and deſire to plea e 

and glorify God, do all meet in every act of accep- 

table Qbedience * Deut. 19. 12. Whar doph 
|” "11 T0 
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"the Lord thy God require of thee ? but to fear the 
Lord thy God, to walk-in hit ways, and to love him, 
and to ſerve ibe Lord thy God with all thy heart and 
with-all thy ſoul ,, 10 keep the Commandments of the 
Lord, and bis ſtatutes, which 1 command ibee this 


7 


12 E mult keep all the Commandments. So i 
the text requires. Our Obedience muſt. be uni- 
verſal, What body of Laws is there but Obedi- 
ence is equally required to them all. What ſingle 
Law was evergiven, but to be obeyed ? The fame 

Authority enacts one & another of them. Every i 
word of God is pure; all his Commands are holy, 
juſt & good. He that breaks one law is a tranſ- 
greſſor, and liable to the Judgment. He that of= 
Jends in one point is guilty of all, Tam. 2. 18. He 
might as well offend in another point: He offers 
indignity to the Power that made the whole law. 
Obedience in ſome things will not excuſe diſobedi- 
ence in others. Exod. 24. 7. All that the Lord our 
God ſhall ſay to us, we will do and be obedient. f 

3. IN order to this we muſt ec for them all. 
Keep and ſecꝶ for all the Commandments of the 

Lord your God. We mult be careful & inqui- 
ſitive to &now the Commands, if ever we would 
Keep them. We muſt ſeek the knowledge of them 
with deſire and care and pains. We need not feek r 
Jar for the Commands; which we have in our 
hands and before our eyes: Deut. 30. 11, 12. This 

Commandment which I command thee this day is not 
hidden from thee, neither ts it far off : but the word 
ie very nigb to thee, in thy Mouth and in thy heart, 
'thar thou meyft do ir. Ye neither mult we gradge 
any 


a nw, — 


— — 
any pains or labour that is neceſſary unto our get - 
ting the knowledge of God's will. It is highly 
worth the moſt diligent & laborious ſeeking, Prov. 
2. beg. My ſon, incline thine ear to-wiſdom, and 
apply thy heart to underſtanding ; cry after knou- 
ledge Cliſt up thy voice jor underſtanding ;_ ſeek 
her as filver' & ſearch for ber as for bid 'trea- 
ſure ; ſo ſhalt thow-underſtand tbe. fear of the Lord, 


Sec. We muſt therefore ſear cb. the Scriptures 


which are written for Our learning. We muſt read 
therein daily; read it in our CiHſets, read it in our 


Families. We muſt ſeek the law at the mouth of 
Gods Miniſters, whoſe lips muſt preſerve knows 
ledge, Aal. 2. 7. It was the honour and bleſſing of 
© Levi, and a Bleſſing to Hrac!; Deut. 33. 10. He 


all teach Facob God's judg ments, Iſrael his laws, 


Ve muſt be writing daily at God's Gates, and at 
his doors, We muſt ſeek unto God by Frayer for 
his light & his truth; that he would teach us his 
ſtatutes & lead us into all truth; Pſal 139.34.Grve. 
nc underſtanding and I ſhall keep thy lau; yea, I 

ball obſerve it wh my whole heart. Thus we muſt 


eek for, if we would keep the Commandments of 
4. An b laſtly, This is the Charge of the Lord 


Jour God to us: Now therefore keep 7 ſeek for all 
ebe Commandments of the Lord your wed, The 
Lord is or God, and it belongs to Him to charge 


us. He has made us, made us to ohe him, made 
us to be rul'd & govern'd by lem: He has given us 
his Charge, as our R/ & Lord, and as our Father 
in heaven. His Commands are his charge to us, 
and then he has charged us to keep, obſer ve and do 

| . 3 : UI 


1c "An Hecken Sermon- | 
then. Agreably to what we read, Eccl. 8. 2. I | 
| "tharge thee that thou keep the Kings Commandmens. 
| _ The Lord is our King, otir Saviour and our Judge, 
and we are under his charge His Charge to us is i 


4 
2 
{2 
| 
4 
j 
| 
j 


| like that, 1 Tim. 6. 12. 1 cha:ge thee before God 
re thou keep my Commandments without ſ pot; 


| 2n#ebukdble. It is moſt pood for us to be ſo charged; 
moſt kind and good in God, that he has laid fa 
| ſtrict a Charge upon us to mind our duty and pur= 
| _ Jue our happineſs. But it ſhould be alſo exceeding 
| atof al to us to be ſo retjuired and commanded by 


| God; and we muſt diligently and ob/ſequioufly ſet 

l our ſelves to know and do what the Lord our God 
| requires. 1 Kings 2. 3. Keep the Charge of ihe Lord 
| | thy God; 10 walk in bis ways, as It is writien in bis © 
4 la tw, A | 2h | 5 1 
| Ber this for the 1ſt thing; that this is the | 
x Charge of the Lord our God that we keep his laws. | 
| | 2. AL Leh ptople of God together, and every 
1 fingle perſon by himſelf, are under this charge of | 
4 God: bo is the text directed, and ſo are all the 


Commandments of the Holy Word. _ | 

1. Jo all of us together, as a people of God, an 

as the Lord's Congregation. Hear O my people | 
and I will ſpeak! Heu this all ye people, both high | 
«nd low, rich & poor together. 2. Jo each Indi- 
vidual ; ta every ſingle perſon ; who are as much 
meant and ſpoken to as if they were named. For | 
every one js equally known to God, obſerved by Þ 
him, and will be bro't into Judgment. So the 
Coven..nt of the Lord was with the Children of 
Ve, with all together, and with every ſingle IF * 
pe:fon apart: Deut. 29. 10% le fd this 
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ay all of you before the Lord your God, your Caps 
tains, Elders, Officers and all the Men of Iſrael; 


- / — * 


ur little ones, your wives, and the ſiranger that 
1s in thy Camp; frus the bewer of thy wood unto 
the d awer of thy pater; that thou ſhouldeſt enter 


into Covenant with the Lord 7 God and into bis 


Oath, and that be may eſlabliſh ibet to day for 4 
people unto himſelf, and to be unto thee 4 60 D; 
Neither with you only do | make this Covenant & 
this Oarh z, but with him alſo that is not here with 
us this day; leſt there fhould be among you Man 
or Woman or Family or Tribe, whoſe bears turnetb 
gwoy this day from the Lord our God , and it come 
to paſs when he beareth the Words of this Curſe 
Iba be bleſs bimſelf, ſayine, 1 fhall bave peace 
the Lord will nat ſpare him, but the anger of the 
Lord and bis jealouſy ſhall ſmoke againſt that man, 
and ihe Lord fhall ſeparate him unto evil out of all 


= tbe tribes of Iſrael & all the Curſes that are toritten 


in this Book ſhall come upon him. Thus awfully is 
a whole place or people, and every particular per- 
ſon under the Commandment and Charge of God? 
3. Tae Rulers of a people are in a particular 
and peculiar manner, under this Charge of God ta 
keep and ſeek for all his Commandments. To 


them David ſpeaks in the text, and by them to 


all Iſrael: And unto them Moſes deliver'd the 
Charge and Covenant of God, that they ſhould 
ee it kept by all under them. As the leaſt and 
haweſt in the Congregation ate not overlook d by 


God, ſo the higb:ft and the greateſt are eſpccially 


obſeryed and commanded by him. 
So is the Ning upon the throne, and the MAP. 
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pour Officers, that I may ſpeak all theſe words in 


to Him 1s, Deut. 17.19. That he bave a Copy of Gid's 
Law wih him, and that he read therein all the 
days of his liſe; that he may learn to fear the Lord 
his God, and to keep all the words of bis Law. 

How much more then are all Miniſters of Stato, 
Gourrnours, Fudges & Officers commiſfioned by 
the King, under the Law and Charge of God; to 
obferve His Word themſelves, and ſee it revetenc'd 


and obſerv d by thoſe that are under them. They 


are to go before their people, leading them by 


their Example, influencing by their Reputation & 


intereſt, and conſtraining by their Authority and 
o wer, to a reverend obſervance of the Will and 

orſhip of God. To this end Moſes gave Faſbua 
a Charge before he died, and commanded the Le- 
ortes; and ſent out his Summons, Deut. 31. 28. 
Gather #nro me all the E'ders of your Tribes and 


their ears, & call beaver & earth to record againſt 
them. Sn Foſhua called for the Heads & Elders of 
d to Shechen, & t hey preſented themſelves be- 

ore the Lord, and he ſet them a Stat ute & an Or- 
dinance. So Solomon ſpake to every Governmr in 
all Iſrael, the chief of the fathers. And to name 
no more, So Jehaſbaphat commanded the Levites 
and Judges in his day; — Let rbe fear of the Lord 
be upon you, (ſaid he) with whom there is no Ini- 


gaiiy nor reſpett of perſons; and be charged tbem, 


ing, Thas ſhall ye do in the fear of the Lord, 
Faitbfuly and teith a perfect beart ; left wrath come 
avon y & on y u Brethren : deal urdviuſiy ord 
he- Lurd bali he wth ihe 90 8 Theſe are the 
Commandment & Charges of God which Mazi/- 
3 tratcg 
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trates and Miniſtrr are vet under, according to the 
glorious Goſpel of the bleſſed God, made known 
unto all Nations for their Obediene. 
LET our Rulers therefore ſuffer the Word of 
Exbortation, and the Admonition from Gad to 
them, that They eminently among the }eople 
of God are under his Commandment and his 
Charge to feet for and Reap his holy Chen mamd ae nis. 
And it is fit that they ſhould be ſo charged hy 
God for his Glory, whoſe Miniſters and Servants 


they are, and for the Hood of Mankind, whereunto 


they muſt Miniſter according to his Will. It is 
the peculiar Honour of God to command them. 
and to be obeyed by them, as, alſo to judge and 
puniſh them; and it is a peculiar Honour to them 


to be Examples of Obedience to God. Pſalm- 


9. 7. Worſhip bim all ye God. The Frincipalitias 
and Hgtvers above do ſo, and how much more ſhould 
thoſe on Earth? Eccleſ. 5. 8. He i hat is bigber 
than the higheſt regardeth, and there: le hięber than 

Bur as a perſonal Subjection and Obediengse 
to all the Commandments of God is the duty of 
Rulers, ſo are they obliged alſo, both in their Le- 


| piſlative, and alſo in their Executive capacity and 


truſt o ſeok for all the Commandments, of the 
Lord ; That they be all of them made &noun to 
the people under their care, and en jynad on them, 
aud that none be ſuffer'd in the Violation of any 


of them. This is the Duty of their place, and 


they ſhould voluntarily but with Selemnity come 
under hig Bond upon their Souls; as the Rules 


vf eue! did, Neh. 9. uit. Me male 4. fare: Cover 
PP 
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nan: & write it ; and our Princes, Levites & Prieſts. 


Seal to it. ä 405 
Bur I come to the Second Obſervation : 


II THAT as every Superior in tbe State or in 
the Church is under this Charge of God bimſelf, 
fo it it their duty to charge it upon all that 
are under them, yea & 19 leave it with them as 
"Tbeir dying charge. . 
So David did in my text; and the record of it 


leaves him as a ſtanding and teaching Exanple; 


whether we conſider him as a Futber, as a Prince, 


or as a Prophet, or as one full of Dayes, and d) ing. 


So Parents and Governours of Familys ſhould 
charge their Children and houſhold after them to 
ſeek and keep the Commandments of God. S0 
did Abraham ; of whom God ſaid, I know hin 
that be will command his Children & hit bouſhold 
after him, and they ſhall keep the way of the Lord. 
So did Foſbua; who declared before all Iſrael, As 
for me & my houſe we will ſerve the Lord. And the 
101ſt Pſalm ſtands an everlaſting record of David's 
Rule & Government of his own houſe : Iwill walk 
in my houſe with a perfect heart; my eyes ſpall be 
pon the faithful of whe Land ibat they may dwell 


| with me; be tbat walkeih in a perfedt way be (hall 


ſerve me. © I tao T 
I have ſaid before, and have exhibited ſeveral 
illeſtrious Examples, how Rulers ſhould require 
and conſtrain their Subjects to keep the word 
of God. For this they are inveſted with their 


Legiſlative and Executive powers; and are Or- 


daifed of God ;; to he terrors te cvil doers and 4 


praiſe 


: — a = — * uy Yr et: + 2 * 8 2 
wo — og - E — Ho RT IF wg" 5 7 rs — 7% m. 
= x A 4 * 1 5 , 9 1 — » 3 2. 
* . ” = 


+. IM praiſe to them that do well; to defend the Name; the 
Word, the Day, the Worſhip and Ordinances of 
God from profanation ;. and that, all under them 
may. ſead a peactable & 4: 'et lie, in godlinãs aud 
„ 
„B tif we conſider Did as 4 Hepbet his Ex- 
£ ample is a law & rule all unto the Minifers of 
„ fl Re/ gion, And none are mote obliged than be 
to lay the Commands & Charge of God before g. 
+ | thers ; and to require all in- his name, even the 
higheſt with the loweſt; to charge them that are 
rich in the world and them that are poor together, 
in His Name who is the Maker of them both ,, to 
d Heal, rebute Q exbort with all Authority & without 
o partiality. Wherefore in Obedience to my text I 
o I magnify my Office this day; and being called by 
the Rulers of iny Feqple to ſpeak unto Themſettes 
4 in the Name of the Great GO, by Whom they 
4. rule ; I do in His fear & from His Word lay before 
ls e to God & this People; both that 
je they keep the Comriiandments'of God themſetves, 
Pe and charge theirs after them to da ſo too; yea, and 
ra far as in them lies, to bind their Succeſſors to a 
ze faithful adherence to the Cauſe of God. An 
herein yon muſt needs obey your Min ers as thoſe 
that have this Rel ; ang «bait your ſelves, as 
unto them that arch for your "Souls, and muff 


* 
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al Sire %“ unto God, © 
re || Ber then laſtſy ir is to be confiderd,” That 
rd whoever we art, Rulers, Miniſters, Patents; Mafters; 

SO I HITTING LING AY IA 3.3. 7% PEP 1 
ic Within u little Hine" we Yhall have ſerved ber ge⸗ 
4 neration, and We time wil Nome that we mut hier; 
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pon! them that are under us, and who are © like to 
ſurvive us; fo when we are Old & gray- headed, if 
God ſpare us to old age; 17 when the Day of our 
Death comes on, as it ſurely will in a fhort time; 
Then let us like Facob & Lie en like Maſes aud 
Foſhua, like 5 105 & David (hy the Grace of 
God ) leave our dying Teftimony to the good ways 
of God, our dying Prayers for the Church & Ring- 
dom of Chriſt" in the midft of us, and our dying Con- 
mandment to our Children & Families, that after 
our Deceaſe they fill ſeek for & Keep all the Con- 
mandments of whe Lord our God. | 
Nor HIN G can be either more humane or more 
pious than this Care for Poſterity ; Nothing more 
worthy of us either as Alen or as Chriſtians, than 
this deſire to perperuate the Religion of God, his 
Worſhip & Obedience to Him, in ſucceeding Ge- 
nerations. God has therefore moſt ſtrictly enjoy- 
ned 7his upon his s profeſſipg People Witnefs that 
famous place of Scripture, Deut. &. 4, 5, 6,0, 8. Hear 
O ae! Tore LORD our God & One LO RD. And 
thou, ſhats love ib Lord thy, God with all thine hart, 
and. with all thy feul, and with, all thy might... "And 
abc/e erde which J cottmand thee. this day ſhall be in 
by heart : Aud thou ſhalt reach then diligently 1M © 
29 215 Children ; and ' ſhalt talk" of them, ben thou i 1 
C 
; 


ſuteſt in thine houſe. and when 7 7 walkeſt v4 47 
1% and when thou lieff 2 1 nd when? T1 rife 
555 And thou ſhalt bind the uh * fu. 4 Hen, upon 4 
e the) 'y all 2 as, e done wee 4 eyes : 
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own Glory, as in the reſent ſo alſo in the Comn# 
Generation; and that he therefore commits them 
to us as our ſpecial Truſt, and charges us wit h 


them; that as the Frophet ſpeaks, Iſai. 59. 2 1. His 


IWord which is in our mouth may not depart out of 
the mouth of our ſeed, nor out of the mouth of our 


as Jeed, even Jor ever. 
ſeeds ſeed, even i ever 


80 David died, and theſe were his IaſI Words, 
who was the Anointed of the God of Facob, and the 


ſwcer BPſaimiſt of Iſrael! The Spirit of God ſpake 


by Him, and the Word of tbe LORD was in his 
tongue; and He expir'd - ſpeaking the Words 


| which I/rzels Rock and GOD had ſpoke. to him. 


He breath'd out his Soul in that Prayer to God for 
his People and for his Son, 1 Chron. 29. 18, 19. C 
G OD ef Abraham, Iſaac & Iſrael our Fathers, keep 
this for ever in the Imagination of the thoughts of 
the heart of thy people, and prepare their beart un- 
zoebee' And give unto Solomon my ſon 4 perfett 
heart, to keep thy Commandments, thy. Teflimenics 
NL IO PRGFREES: 1-5 uin mas Hh ont 

Now as this has been the noble, generous and 
enlarged View of Pairiarchs & Prophets, for the 
glory of God and the good of Souls in all times to 
come; ſo let me obſerve to You (and give the 
Praiſe to God) that the Fathers »f this Court y 
did eminently inherit this great & good Spirit, 
and herein approv'd Themſelves like 7udoÞ,rulrrg 
with God & fanhſul with the Saints. They go- 
vern'd their Houſes. ſtrictly, they taught their 


Children diligently, they endeavoured er rheſt ly 


to inſtill early into them the higheſt Reverence 


pf Gods Name, his Word, his Day, his/Ordutances,, 
: ä LE S 
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founded a College, for a ſucceſſion of Paſtors in the 
Churches, and ro ee a godly Seed for Chriſt in this 


—— of their Sepulchres, as long as the Sun and 


oon ſhould endure. So they approv'd them- 
felves the Children of faithful Abraham the Friend 
of God,whoſe Everlaſting praiſe is in the Churches, 


that He commanded his Children & Houſhold after 


bim, that they ſpoull keep the Way of the Lord. 


1 go on tothe third Boctrinal Obſervation. +. 


III. THAT me ozght every one of us ſeriouſly 
"to conſiler; that it is in the ſight of allthe Lord s 
people, and in thę Audience of our God that u- 
ar ſo charged,” taught and warned, to keep & 
-*feek for all bis Commandmen tr. 
Tast are 1wo weighty Motives and power- 
fal Arguments to quicken and excite us unto the 
diſcharge of the duty incumbent on us. They 
fhould Pak dee into our hearts, and yet ly upper- 
moſt too in them, and be ever in our memory, 
that in tbe fbr of all Iſrael,” and in the audience 
of our Gol, we are bound, and have bound our 
ſel vez, to ſcek and keep all God's Commandments, 
I. IN tbe ſie bi of all the Lord's people we are ſo 
hound, are ſo charged and have ſo promiſed. All 
the people of God are *witneſles for and againſt 
one another, that this charge of the Lord is laid and 
Iy ing upon every Order, and upon every Fer ſon 
among us. So Maziſtrares are Sworn, in the fight 
of all the Lord s people, even as Moſes gave Zoſhun 
a charge before a// Iſrae, when he was plac'd- at 
tne head of fhe Congregation of the Lord: Numb. 
e 27. 23. 
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27. 28. And as Febajada gave to Jeboaſb the 
Teflimony when he put the Crown upon his head, 
2 King. II. 12 So our Kings are under 9 Corona: 


 1ion Oath, to ſeek and keep the Commandments a 


the LoxD. and to govern by his Word. And al 
our Rulers are ſ wor n to obſerve it and rule by it 
And they ſhould always ręemeniher it, that 40 
be Peoples are witneſſes of the Qaib- of God 
which they are under, , It was a, Sa/emrnity that 
not only ꝓut honour upon Y ¹,Hf—efore all 1/7ae), 
but which alſo was to impreſs him with an awful 
and reverend ſenſe of his wy to God and his peo- 
him before Eleager the pripſt and before. all the Con- 
gregation, and give him à charge, in ib r {i2ht, He 
was charged wich the People of the Lord; they 
were put into his hand, as ſheep into the hand of 
a ſhepherd; and therefore it was done. in their 
figbr and preſence : As to expreſs their own . 
ſent and Subjedian to the Government, 15 to be 


| witneſſes of his Sacred Promiſe & Engagement ta 


rule them in God's fear and by his word, 

I like manner. Miniſters are Ordained pub- 
lickly, and ſolemnly: charged befor e the Congrega- 
tion of the Lord, 1 Tim. 6. 11, 12. Thou O man of 
God, follow after Righteouſneſs, G dlineſr, Faiih, 
Love, Patience, Meekneſs ; fight the good fight, 
lay bold an Eternal life ; whereunto thou art led 
aud haſt profeſſed a good profeſſim beſore many wits, 
NRefſes., Alen ought tp regard the preſence, the 
knowledge, the teſtimony and witneſs of Men. 
The mere Witneſſes we promiſe any thing before, 


the more we bind our ſelves to do it. Therefore 
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our ſolemn & religious 1 ite required 
and given in the */zb: of all the people, in the 
Congregation and Aſſembly; who are the Lord's 
Fine now, and wilt be fd hereafter,” © © 
Ap ſo it is with all private Chriſtians. What- 
ever Charges from God; or Vows to him you come 
under, you do it publickhy and before many Wit- 
peſſes, You worſhip God in Aſſemblies, you con- 
Fife Chrift defore Men, You are preach'd to in the 
great Congiezatian, and with them er in 
rayer; vou Covenant with God publickly ; 
dne Aſſembly faw your Bapriſmal Conſecratii n to 
God, and they have heard your good Prein, and 
Engagements to him: The Solemnities of Zion 
are all open and in the face of the world. The 
zeaſt perſon In the Congregation, that is come 
under the Covenant of God, ſtands bound and 
engaged in the /ight of all Ifrael, the Congregation 
of. the Lord and his witneſſes: for we are all Wit- 
neſſes againſt our ſelves, and for one another, That 
we habt chaſen the Lord to ſerve bin, Toſh. 24. 22. 
. 
2. Ir is in the Audience of our G OD himfelf, 
which is more than the ſight of all Hrael, that we 
are charged to keep and feek for his Command- 
ments, and have bound our ſelves to ds it. Have 
men ſeen and heard, much more has G0 D, Gen. 
16. 13. Thou Lird ſeeſt me. He is always and e- 
770 where preſent; efpecially is he ſo in religious 
Aſſemblies and in the more ſolemn Aſſemblies of 
5. We are charged before H1 M, toh ſe dye rar 
7 Se. thr the earth, beholding the evil & the 
gd; beforeHim whoſe eyes behold hrs lade 7 454 
en TP : | - "Ct y 
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Children of men. We are charged before HIN tobe 
filleth Heaven & Earth with bis preſence, & from 
whoſe pre fonce and Spirit there is no Aying: before 
| Him who ſearches the heart & trys the reins ,& will: 
make all the Churches to know that be does fo; and 
will bring every work inta juigment w 55 every 
. /ecrer thing. So we read in the words aft my 
10 text, Jar the Lord fearcherb all hearts, and un- 
2 der ſtlondeb all the Imaginatians f the. tho'rs. 
O hour awful ſhould this conſideration be to us > 

according to what we read, Pſal. 139. begs O Lord, 


91 
non haft fearched me K known me. Thou knowe 4 
1 my down fitting, and my 'uprifing 5 Thou unded- 
; flandeft my thoughts afar . Thou compaſſeſt my 
„ Peth & my lying down, and art acquainted with all 
vy ways. For there is not a Word'in ny tongue, 
SM 0 lo, O Lord, thow knoweſt it altogether. Thou 
% beſet me behind OT before, and laid ihine band 
upon ne. Suob Knoꝛoledge it too wonderful Jor nc; 
215 e = 4 cannot 2 041 unto it. | Wiither fhail 
F go from thy Spirit? Or tohither Hall se from 
bj prefence? Pi 1 ſcend up into Heeven thou art 
- ret Pf F Fake 10 "bed in Hell," Lond vu are 
there J 0 
How aud ould " be to Matiavirery coc 

ſtder, that they are ſworn before & by the great 
GOD and that He flandeth in tbe Congregation of 
the mighty. 4 be-judgerh among the Gols and that 
he 0:}/ arifer to judge tbe Earth, for be Noel en 
all Nations, Pfal. 92z᷑72. 

How awful 8 it be to; Mitvifens a! re- 
1 rom God, and in his Name 


and Prelence 1 Tin "Far * yer: 
0 
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God, and the Lord Fefus Chriſt;aud the Kiett 1 angelr, 
2 Tim. 4.1. I charge iber br fore God, and the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, who ſha/h judęr rhe: guich & the dead, at 
bis appearing and Kingdom. 

Ho w awful ſhould it be to the Lord's Fe vople 
to remember the Words we uſe in receiving their 
Covenant Engagements and Profeſſion; 10 
do as in the preſence of- tbe Great GOD profes and 
promiſe . If we receive the witneſs of inen, 
the witneſs of © O D is greater: So if the. preſence 
of many witneſſes on earth is great, how much 
greater is the. ſingle eye, and notice of God? Jaſh. 
22. 22. The Lord God of Gods, the Lord God of Gods 
He knoweth , and Iſrael! be ſhall Anoto. But how | 
ſmall a thing is [/reels knowledge, in commpariſon. 
of His who is Iſraels GOD? 

IIxꝝ it were only a Stone that ſtood by; that. 
has neither eye nor ear nor tongue, yet it were 
eno in the preſence of GO D. As As Jofhaa took a, 
great Stone and ſet it up by the Sanctuary of the 
Lord, and ſaid unto all tho people, Ibis flone ſhall 
be a witneſs to uc; for. it bas beard all the words 

the Lord which be hatb.ſpoken 10 us. x . be 
2 or a witneſs unto you left you deny your God. There 
needs no witneſs before Him; the very Stones 
mall be witneſſes and bear pes: for 3 ; Af 
he pleaſe theſe ſball cry out; and fo ſhall theſe 

VMalls and theſe Seats 4. and ſo ſhall the Council, 

Board, the Seats of Legiflarion. and thoſe of Fadi- 
cature, for they have heard all er Words ta, | 
God, and bis ta us... g 3T bly ft WWE Wo 
> No * let thete g ne 
hears It is 50 ihe et oft 22 ee 
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the Lord, and in the Audience of your 30d, that 


you are charged and that you promiſe and profeſs 
to keep and ſeek for all his Commandments. _ 

Now Vow and Fay unto the Lord your God: He 
cuts ¶ the ſpirit of Princes and ii terrible unto 
the Kings of tbe Earth. With Him is terrible Ala- 
jefly. Let his Dread fall on the Greateſt and on 
the leaſt. May the Fathers of the Corgregation 
ever cleave to the Lord,and this People religiouſly: 
cleave to Them: According to what we read, 
Neh. 10. 29. They clave ro ibeir Brethren, tbe 
Nebles ; and emer'd into a Curſe and into an Oath 
to walk in God's lato; and to obſerve to do all bis 
Commandments, his ſtatutes and his judgments. 

T ſhall conclude this Head with two very dif- 
ferent Reflettions ; the one more pleaſant to make, 
the other more melancholy. ' . 

ON the one hand it ought to be the Joy of the 
Province, and a matter of ſpecial Thanksgiving to 
GOD in our Churches, that we ſee your HONOUR, 
( The Commander in Chief at this day) ſtedfaſt ly 
abiding in the Communion of theſe Chyrches.. 
God make you always a true Son and a kind Fa- 
ther to them. It is Your Happineſs and Ours,that 
You ſerve and We enjoy a KING the Equal and 
righteous Frotector of his Kingdoms and Freuinces 
in their different /zga/ Eſtabliſhments, for religi- 


ous Order, Worſhip and Diſcipline. This Liberty 


of Conſcience our Fathers ſought, and ask d and 
had a Royal Charter to aſſure them of, and to ſe- 
cure it unto their Children after them. The 


GoVERNOUR,who is now abſent from us, honoured 


and endear d Himſelf to many of us, and very 


| — EEE EEE m———_c 
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jaſthy, by his zealous Declarations at all times 
and in all places, for the Preſervation of our Li- 
bert ies both Civil and Religious. And it is yet 
our Happineſs to ſee almoſt all our Councellors 
and Judges willingly under the Bonds of C0 
in our Chxrches. May He always inſpire them 
with a wife and fincere Zea! for His Name & 
Truths, as they are profeſſed in them. Thanks 
de to GOD we yet ſee ſo much our Councellors 
as at the firft, and our Fudges as ot the bhiginning. 
Bur then to paſs another, moſt juſt but more 
melancho y Reflection: What fear & 1rembling 
may well fall upon us, and"whar ſhame & conſuſion 
of face cover us, collectively or perſonally couſide- 
red, that we have no more ſerved & kepr, that 
we have perfidioufly and preſumptuoufly broten 
© rranſzreſſ-d, the Commandments of the Lord 
our God ! What ſhall we ſry after this ? that we 
have forſaken tbeLord's Command ments? after that 
We have been ſo bound in his Audience, and in 
the /ipbt of all his People! Therefore might he 
be juſtly angry with us and conſume us therefore 
Mall he be juſt d when be ſpeaks & clear be when 
he judges ! Therefore do the Confeſſions and Sup- 
plications of Daniel, Ezra, and Nehemiab belong 
to us O my God I am aſhamed, and bluſh to life 
wp my eyes unto thee my God | O Lord, the Great 
& dreadjul God, keeping the Covenant & Mercy 
gn them that love bin, and to them that keep his 
Commandnients | We have fiined and bare com- 
mn ited Iniquity and have dine wicked y, and have 
rebell d; even in departing from thy Precerts and 
om thy Juog ments! Neiiber have ive earned 10 


— — — — 
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| thy ſervants tbe 4 which ſpake iu thy Nome 
; to our Kings, our Princes and cur Fuihers, and 
| 10 all the People of the Land! O Lord, Riphtrouſe 
| neſs belonzethynio thee, but unio us Conſuſton of 
faces, as at ihis Day | —== OO . 
5 1 goon to the Fourth Obſervation ; 


| IV, THAT the Kingdom if Chriſt, his Church 
and his Worſhip amon, us depends upon our re- 
ligibus keeping and ſeeking for all bis Commands 
ments. ; ; 3 
Now. therefore, ſays my text; 7. e. that the 
Temple of Gd may be built, and his Worhh'p 
ſetled and the Throne in the Houſe of David be 
continued among you z that theK:ingdom may have 
prace and that the Houſe of God may be more 
glor:0us than ever; that /e may he bleſſed by 
* God both in Church and Sraze, both in it's 
emporal and Spiritual Intereſts; keep and feek for 
the Commandments of the Lord your God. There 
can be no Re/ig:0n among a People, nor any Peace 
to them, without this This matter ft belongs 
to Miniſters and Magiſtrates, and then to all the 
people. As they ſaid to Ezra,e alſo will be with 
thee. Every Order, Rank & Degree among 2 
people muſt xnite and agree, be one in this thing; 
every one acting in his place; and we all pep 
oue another in it. High and low, rich and poor 
together, What can, 17feriour people do, if the - 
Superior will t lead in the fear of God and obe- 
dience to him? I} the Foundations are out 4 
courſe, what can the righteous do? and what can 
Rulers do without the people? the Head walks 
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and works by the bands and feet. In a Building 
all hands muſt ſet to work : eſpecially if the 
building be a Temple of God, or if it be the re-! 
pairing it, or cleanſing it, or reſtoring it, it needs | i 
many hands, it deſerves every band. Let not the 
Religion and Worſhip of God, his Kingdom and 
{ 
J 
] 


Intereſt fall thro ns, or in our hands. All hes 
at ſtake, in our Religion. Wherefore let us riſe 
and act together, with a united force; as Joa 
ſaid bravely to the Men of Vrael in a day of 
danger ; when the Battle was againſt him before & 
behind; 2 Sam. 10. 12. Be of gord Courage and let 
US play the men for our people, and for the Cities 
, our God. God calls us to beſtir our ſelves in 
our reſpective places, according to our different 
talents, powers, intereſts} to'miniſter for his Ser- 
vice and Glory ; for the defence, for the reviving, 
for the propagating and perpetuating of bes 
and his Worſhip among this People; and he ſays 
tous in our places, as David did to Solomon in his 


Con ext; Tike beed now, for the Lord calls thee 
10 baild his H auſe , be ftrong aul do it: fear not nor 
be diſmayed, for the Lord God, even thy God, will 
he with thee ; be will not fail thee nar forſake 
zhee ; and bebold the Courſes of the pr 205 1 Le- | 
vites even they ſhail be with thee! 5 
TRULY the Lord our God it with us if we are 
with him; as the Prophet of the Lord once ſkid to | 
Aſa and to all Judah. If he give us a heart and 
ſpirit to ſtand by his Truths -and 'Wayes, his 
7 5 and Intereſts among ns, he will ſtand by us 


in the 1 125 dekener of them; but if we 
3 1 33 5 „„ forſake 
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rlake him and theſe he will forſake us. So has 
he covenanted and tnreatned. Wherefore let us 
beg of Him above every thing, a united heart to 
fear his Name, to love his Ways, and to cleave to- 
gether in them. Let us ſhow a zealous adherence 
to the Word andWorſhip of God. There we 'muſt 
ſeek for the Laws of the Kingdom of Chriſt, and 
the Ordinances of his Houſe. There our Fathers 
ſoicght them, and have left them to. us to keep, ; 
I have left us 70 the Law and to the Teflimony, 
| Bur it is time I come to the fifth and laſt 
Doctrine, which 1 is s the other and concluding | 
| Motive: 8 
V. THIS is the way to keep poll on of this 
good Land which the Lord our God has given ws, 
and to leave it for an Inberitance unto our bit 

dren afrer' . . 

So ſays my text; Now therefore in the G ght of 
all Iſrael, the Con gregation of the Lord, and in' 
the Audience of our 604d; keep and ſeek for all 
the Commandments of the Lord: your God; that 
ye may foſſeſs this good Land and leave it for an 
[nheruance for your Children after you, euen for ever. 
Iwill only under this Head confider and compare 
the State of [/rae! in Canaan, and ours in Re- 
England; and improve the Dealings and neee 
of God to them for our warning. 

I. CANAAN was good . e is ours. | 
This Epithet good 1 1s the common one wherein God 
was won't” to ſpeak of Canaan. I fuppoſe there 
was not at that'time a more Ov pleakict — fruitful 
ſpot in the whole World. It is deſcribed as aLand 
Awing — WY ou * 4 lapd of brooks. of... 
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28 
water, | of fountaint aul depths, ſpringing not only 


, from the Va//irs but allo from the Hils: A Land 


F wheat, and burlty, and vines, and fig-trees & 


pomegranat-s, a land of Oii-oltve and honey; a land 
toherein bread wis eat without ſcarceneſs, and there 
was n lack of any thing ;, a land the flones ubere · 


of were fron and out of whoſe Hills they dug 
brafs, Deut. 8. 7, 8, 9. Again, It was a land 
that draut wonter of the rains if heaven; a land 


ubich the Lord himfelf cared for, to water it from 
above, which his eyes were always upon, from the | 


beginning, xc. 11, 12. Finally, part of it lay on 


the Sea, and it had its /akes; and it ſuchd if the 
abundance f the ſea, it's riches by trade; and of- | 


the rrenſures 111 in ibe ſand, the fiſh which they 
drew from the bottom, Deut. 33. 19. And now 
you may be ready to think that I have been de- 


ſeribing our own Countsy; Which is as likely to 
be as rich and opulent one as ever ths Land of Ca- 
man was, if our Sins do not hinder it. 
2. G0 O gave Canan to the Children of Iſrael, 


end the ſame God gave this good Land which we 


nom poſſeſs unto our Fathers, The God of Iſrael 


is the One living and true God, and there is no o- 


ther but He. He the God of Abrabam is our God. 
The knowledge of Him, his Covenant and bis 
| Worſhip is come to us by his Word. He gave the 
Land of Caravan by promiſe unto Abraham for his 

natural Seed by Jſasc; and with a mighty hand 
and an out ſtretched arm he brot them into it. 
They got not the land in poſſeſſwn by tbeir own arm, 


neither did their own bowſavt them; but bis right 


Han. & bis Arw, P Lal. 44. Init. * He divided theSee . 


before 
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before them, he led his people thro' the Wilder 
neſs, he {more great Kings and flew famous Kings, 
and gave their land for an Heritage, &c. And 
altho'God has #ever done the like ſince, or aſlayed 
to go and take him a Nation from the midſt of 
another nation, by temptations and ſigns and won- 
ders, by a ſtretched out arm and great terrors, as 
he did for the Children of Iſrael; yet the preſence 
of God with our Fatbers, (a poor ſcattered and 
perſecuted people, and but a handful that ſought 
reſt and a quiet enjoyment of theGoſpel) was very 
remarkable in bringing them into this Land, ma- 
king room before them, and driving out the N..-- 
tions that before poſſeſs d it; whoſe Good and no- 
hurt to em our Fathers ſought. Indeed we can- 
not ſay, that God gave them a ſubdued and im- 
proved Land for which they did not labour, nei- 
ther Cities and houſes to dwell in ready built for 
them, nor Fields & Orchards to eat of which they 
planted not: But God it was that gave them Wiſs: 
dom and Courage and Strength, a heart to ſubdue 
a waſte Wilderneſs, and to fill it with Towns & 


| Villages as it is this Day. They built for God 


with one hand, and held the Weapons of War in 
the other, and did bravely, and proſper'd, far 
God was with them and fought for them; and gave 
tbem reſt. „„ | $2 | . 
3. W E enjoy all the ſpiritual-Priviledges & Ad- 
vantages of iheChurch of God in Canaan ʒhis Houſe, 
Worſhip & . Ordinances ; for which it was that 
God ſever'd Canaan from the reſt of the World, & 
for which it was that our Fibers ſought & ſetled 
this land. It was that they might ſeek and keep a 
| OT ne ous 0. - DD TER na 
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the Commandments and teſtimonies of the Lerd, and 
enjoy the pnre Worſhip and Ordinances. of the 
Goſpel without moleſtation, and leave the quiet 
poſſeſſion of them to their Children after them. 
This was their Errand hither, and this their Eu- 
joyment here, and this their Legacy to us. This 
was the Re/t they ſo't, and this made it a Canaan 
to them; tho otherwiſe a dreadful Wilderneſs. 
For this they left their pleaſant Native Land, and 
paſs'd the wide and dangerous Seas, and planted 
theſe Churches of our Lord Feſus ; wherein the 
God of Abrabam and Iſrael is worſhip'd in ſpirit & 
ix truth. So that I may ſay to you as Meſes did to 
Vrael; Whit people is there that bas God nearcr 
to them, or more amorg them; than this people of 
New-England ? or whar Nation bave ſtatutes and 
Judgments more righteous, or the Ordinances of God 
more pure, and a more ſpiritual Worſhip than this 
prople? What people have the Lord's Sabbath. & Co 
ve nant more ſnewn to them? or the good &nowledge 
of the Lord more and better taught among them ? 
We have the Arꝶ and Sandtuary of God with us 
as much as ever it was in Canaan. ' Wherefore 
bleſſed of the Lord is our Land, not only for the 
precic us dews of Heaven over us, and for the 
deep that coucheuh beneath ; but more eſpecially for 
the knowledge and Good. till of him that dwelt in 
the Buſh: He gave his word to Jacob, his Statutes 
and - Judgments to //rae/, he has not done ſo by | 
rr OO EEISCETED 
4. IT & ſhould be our care 10 keep poſſſſion of 
this good Land, and of theſe ſpiritual &' invaluable 
Frivileges which tbe Lord our Ood has given us, Na- 
ture & Grace do both teach it. e 
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iven it to our Fathers and we ought valiantly, 
and diligently to defend it from Enemies. Our 
fathers got it in poſſeſſion by the ſpecial Provi- 
dence of God: Not by their own arm & bow, that 


could not have ſav'd them from the ſurrounding 


Saluages; but it was God's right hand did it, be- 
cauſe he had a favour to them; and a purpoſe of 
glory to his Name in theſe Churches,. in theſe 
ends of the earth. Now as Zephrbay ſaid unto the 
Meſlengers of the King of the Children of Ammon, 
when he ſent to challenge a part of the Land of 
Iſrael; Judges, 11. 23, 24. Now tbe Lord God of 
Iſrael hath diſpoſſeſſed the Amorites from before hig 


cople, ſhouldeft thos poſſeſs it ? : Whomſogver 
1750 Lord our Gd ſhall drive out before us them wil 


we poſſeſs. The French all along behind us dg 
ſo; and I wiſh there were not — 2 to call them, 
as there is, the Natural Enemies of our Provinces 


and of our Religion. Our Salvages to the Eaſi are 


iſon'd by them, and us'd by them as bloody In- 
ruments of Var upon us. They would drive us, 


if they could off the Land, into the Sca. 'They 
diſtreis and ſtraiten, weaken and diminiſn us in 
our Borders; as the Remnant of the (anaaniięr 
did ſinful / rael from time to time ; and they are 
hke to be a dreadful Scourge unt our Children 
after us. We muſt. therefore fight the Lords 
Battles, by his help, and defend the Soi /; and in 
fighting for that we alſo do for the Church and 
Altar of God among us. For. 

2 E have cur Ci! Religious Libertie s Iſo 
Which are the glory pf theF-apgto defend & ſecpre 
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as far as we are able. I am ſorry there ſtiould be 
any among us, I would hope there can be none 
of us, who bear with grief or ill-will our ſpi- 
ritgal or Char tir Privileges. Our Fathers dearly 
deſerv'd & purchas'd them, by their Eftates and 
by their Lives ſpent in this Service to Chriſi and 
to their King ; the ſubduing this Wilderneſs and 
the planting thefe Churches at their own colt. 
The Government that then was, the King & his 
Fife Connci', juſtly tho't fo, and gave the humble 
Privilzges which they modeſtly asked for. None 
therefore ought to envy te their Fofteriry what 
they enjoy and value; without any breach upon 
the Rights & Liberties of others. They that chuſe 
to come and live among ns for their own 
worldly. advantage, ought willingly to leave us 
in the quiet Pofſethon of the dear Purchaſe of our 
Fathers, or of the Royal Fa vour & Bounty ſo them. 
At leaſt we owe this Duty to God, to our Fami- 
lies and to our Children after us, to endeavour 
by all juſt and righteous ways to keep poſſe ſſion 
of our Privitedges, both ſpiritual & religious. 
J add therefore, 
F. IT Hull be our earheſt difire & prayer, 
our dilzzent care and endeauonr, to leave this good 
Land, under it's preſent priviledges Civil & Re- 
Igious, unto our Chiliren after us, for an Inberi- 
rance, even fur ever. Weean poſſeſs it but for | 
little while. Our Fathers, where are are they? | 
and our #{nifte. s that were before us? They 
are gone and we are going after them to the 
grave! O might it be to Heaven the Celeſtial Ca- 
' #4an, where many of them are! We are enter d | 
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ina their Jahburs : They wrot 3 us: We muſt 
work for our Poſterity, and the Glory of God a- 
mong them. Our Frwitedges were dear to ou 
amal theſe they left us 3 and counted that 
they left us a godly heritage: This let us leave 
to and deſire to ſee en ailed on our Children after 
us. Let this be our deſire, that theſe Churcheg 
and the Worſhip of God in them may be enjoy d 
by poſterit ; and that the riſi ingGeneratio on may 
know & fear, and ſerve the Lord Gad o theilt 
Fathers; my Heek and keep ell his Ce 
Fer, 

1. GO D' oxly can defend and Fe cure to ws aur 
Land ou? Churches; our civii 2 religious Rights 
He gave them to us; in wheſe. band tbe bearts.. 
of Kings are. As Nebemiab teaches us to give 
God the glory; Neh. 2. 8. The Ku &rared are 
Letters atcording to the good band of God upon ine. 
In his hand too are the hearts of Enemies, and he 
can turn them; and can chain them up, and de- 
feat their Counſels. We may and we ſhould Took 
to the God of Heaven as Nehemiab did, and pray 
to him and truſt in him; Neh. I. 10, 11. Now 
tbefe are thy ſervants & thy people; © Lord I be- 


Jeecb thee ler thine ear be attentive 10 tl: e prayer of 


thy ſervantsghut defire ti fear thy nam tz oy froſ per 
un grant them mercy. Some may laugh us to 
corn for theſe words, as ſame, did them, Neh 
2. 19. But would we ſeek now and Keep the 
Commandments of the Lord our God as Nehemidh 
did, we might anſwer with his words, The 


Gol of hraven be will gr ſper 4, e e 
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| 34 An Election Sermon. 
2. Er it be feriouſty remembred, eee 
fealized believed by us, that God har promi sd 
his people to defend them in the poſſeſtiin of their 
Land and of their Religion, and to leave it wnto 
their Children after then; if they will keep the 
Charge of the Lord, and ſeek for and keep all 
his Commandments. The ſafety of God's people 
is in his Nanie & Promiſe 5 and this has been his 
Promiſe. Deut. 4. 1, 40. Now therefore bearken 
ts the Stattttes & Fudgments of God to do then, 
that you may live and poſſeſs the Land; and that 
it may go well with thee and with thy Children after 
thee ; and that you may prolong your dayes; This 
Promiſe, or if you will this Motive to Obedience, 
is often repeated and urged by the Ho/y Ghoſt ; 
'Deiit. 12. 28. Obſerve & bear all theſe Words, 
which I command thee, that it may gs well with thee 
and with thy Children after thee for ever; 
tbbert thou doeſt that which is good & right in 
the fight of the Lord thy God, To give the utmoſt 
force unto this Promiſe God has confirm'd it to 
his people with an Oath 3; Deut.: 28. 1,9. If thou 
Jhalr diligently bear ken unto the voice of the Lord 
iby God, to obſerve & do all bis Commandments, 
then the Lord ſhall eftab/iſh thee an ho y Pros 
ple unto himſelf as be bath SWwogN unto thee, As 
gain, the Promiſe is, Lev. 26: 11, 12. If ye 
d E in my flatutes and Reep my Commandments, 
T will fer ap my Tabernacle among you, and my 
foul ſhall not abhor you; and I will walk among you © 
be your God, an | ye ſhall be my people. Theſe 
are the Prom ſet of God to his People, and his 
Coen in with their Children after them, m—_— 
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will ſcek and. keep his Commandments. And 
theſe Promiſes are tue & faithfal; He Reeperb 
Covenant & Mercy with bis ſervants that walk 
before him with all their Hart: He will ſave 
Zion, and will build the Cities of Fadab, that they 
may dwell there & have it in paſſaliin: the ſeed of 
his ſervants ſhall inberit it, and they that love 
his Name ſball dwell therein, Pſalm 69 35, 36: 
3. ON the contrary, God threathed his Peo- 
ple of ord, if they were diſobedient & impenitent, 
if they would not ſeek & keep his Command. 
ments, and his ſtatutes, 20 7t rey and their poſ- 
terity ſhould periſh quickly from the good und 
which be gave unto them. The promiſe and the 
threatning agree and do mutually confirm one the 
other: They axe put together in the Word of 
God and we muſt not ſeparate them. Deut. 30 
15, — 20. See I have ſer before you ihis day, lift 
& good, death & evil, In that I command thee 
this day to love the Lord thy God, to walk in hir 
ways, &c. that rhog inayeſt live & mu'tiply, and 


the Lord thy God ſhall bleſs thee. : But if thine 


art turn away, ſo that thou wwilt not hear, =» 

denounce anio you this day thit ye Pall ſutely 
periſh ; ye ſhall not prolong your dayes upon the 
Land, The like Threatning we have, Deut. 
4. 26. Teal Heaven & Earth to witneſs, that 92 
ſhall atterly periſb from ibe Land; ye hal! nat 
prolong your dayes upon it, but ſhall utterly be des 


Aroye . aud the Lord jhall ſcalter you am ty t be 


Heathen. Heaven & Earth have ſeen thefeTbreat- 
ning s fulfilled on the People of God particularly 
on the Je wiſb Nation, And theſe ibings hann 
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As therefore we value our Erthiy Inberitance, 
& would leave it to our Children after us; or 
es we value our Spiritual Priviledges & defire that 
theſe may continue with them; & yet moſt of 
all, as we would be ſeeking a better Country, that 
is the Heavenly Canaan, for our ſelves and Obrs 
let us receive the Exho tation now brot to 'tts* ih 
the Name of GO o, — Oel for keep all 
ge Commandments of the L rd your 1 
- LET me plead with you from the Love wðe 
pwe to G0 D, our Selves, our Children, & our 
Country. If we have any Concern for His lory 
From us & ours ; if we regard our on and their 
»WMelfare, Temporal, Spiritual & Eternal; if we 
| Tek the Good-of others, as well thofe that are 

diving with vs, as theirs who ſhall come after us; 
Wet us be obſervant. of the Divige Will and Law, 
Wade kffown to us for our Good; and teach it di- 
hgent y to our bildreg. „ 
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Po this in Obedience, Gratitude, Fidelity ta 
Go d, that your Children may know & love and 
„ ſerve Him, & be to Him for a Name a praiſe & 
Is glory. I cut, 4. 9. Only rake beed 10 thy ſelf, and 
ee ily ſoul diligent/y, lefl Ibou forget the things 
which thine eyes bave ſeer, & leſt they depart J rom 
thy heart all the dayes of thy liſe, but teach thenitby 
ſons, & thy ſons ſons. Leut. 31. 13, And that 
your Children, ubich bave not krown any thing, 
way bear & learn to fear the Lord your God. After 
our ſelves, our Children are the beſt and greateſt 
things which we have to render unto God: They 
are living & ſpiritual Sacrifices like our own ſouls; 
a reaſonable Service, holy & acceptable ibro Chriſt 
They belong to G o p by Covenant as well as we, 
& we muſt eu them his Covenant, and do our 
beſt to Eftabliſh them in it; that we may leave 
hem as well under the Binge, as the Bondy 
of it. „ „ A 
LE x us do our part (& ſurely we have a part to 
do, one & other of us in our places) that Religion 
may not die with us or rather before us; but that 
it may ſurvive with ours after us, & outlive them, 
& flouriſh more yet in their times who are not 
yet born. Like David let us be ſerving our OWN 
Generation by the Will of God, & like him let us 
allo provide for that to come. This was his Con- 
ſolation & Joy as he fell afleep & was gathered to 
his Fathers, that he had prepared with all his might 
for the Houſe of God which his Son ſhould build. 
He had the happy proſpect of zbzs ; that the Name 
of God in I/rae! was like to be ſtill greater, and 
tae Worſhip of Gad more Sole mu & glorious in his 


| 3 _ — — yea yy 
+ $ons days than it had been in his, This abidin 
and zncreaſing Glory of God, in the Church, thro 
his means, after his Deceaſe, was -Pavid'sCrown in 
Death ; and a brighter Diadem jt ſet before him 
than that earthly one which he was laying down. 
oy know not what Seryices you are doing 
to God and men, while you are Educating your ' 
Children religiouſly. They will ( you hope) 
teach their Children, and they thejrs, the Word 
of God, down to many Generations, This is the 
Spirit of all the Faithful, Pfal. 78. 4. We will not 
hide them from their Children, ſhewing to the 
Generation to come the Praiſes of the Lord, and 
his Strength, and bis wonderful Works that be 
bath done ; That the Generation to come may know 
them, even the Children that ſhall be born, who ſhall 
griſe & declare them to tbeir Children. 1 
'You k Children alſo may come into thoſe 
laces of Truft, and publick Service, which you 
i think of, and be of great uſe in the World; 
for which you ſhopld be now fprniſhing them, 
| according to the Grace of God given to you. One 
Inſt ructed Child may be an accompliſh'd Inſtru- 
ment of unknown Good to many, whether he 
ſerve in theState or in the Church. 80 Jacob taught 
Joſepb the fear of God, and God carry'd him to 
he Government of Ægypt, to ſave all the Countries 
round about and iÞe Church that was in his Fathers 
bouſe. So the Parents of Moſes privately taught 
him the Religion of God, & laid the foundation of 
all the great Services which he did for God and 
his People. He is a Benefafor to the World, 
ho educates his Children laudably f. Ys 
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(eden Sermon, 3 


« leave the World a better Legacy than well diſ- 

„ ( oa 

10 B x if we neglect our Children, we not only 

n rob God & his Church of them, but as it were 

5 Sacrifice them to Moloch. So impiou are we to 

f God, & barbarous to them. Beſides . the preſent 

8 Iiury to the world from us, the Miſery will be to 
our {elves & ours in the Day of Fudgment. We 

4 ſhall be found as guilty in that day, as if we had 

I literally built the High places of Tophet, in tbe 

vally 4 the ſon of Hinnon, to burn our ſons- arid 

i daugh:ers in the fire, Jer. 7. 31. We ſhall ly open 

1 to that dreadful Charge, Ezek.. 16. 20, 21, Thou 

j haſt taken thy ſons and thy daughters ubich ibeu 

h haſt born unto me, and theſe haſt thou facrificed 10 

7 he de voured: Is this of thyWhoredoms a ſmall! mas- 

ter ? that ibou baſtflain my Children —-, I leave 

ö it to your Bowels to make anſwer unto ſuch a 

f Challenge. bs: Farr en neo 
MIND how Ezra's love to God wro't? and 

the love of the pious Fews with him to their Poſ- 

terity ; Ezra 8. 21. Then I proclaimed a Faſt to. 

' offlitk our ſelves before our Gcd, and to ſeek of 
him a right Way jor us & for our little ones ; So 
we faſted & beſyught our God for this, and he was 
entreated of. us. This was as thoſe that lov'd God 
and their Country, deſirous that their Children 
ſhould be happy in the knowledge of God and of 
his wayes. God ſeeks this godly ſeed too and 
their Proſperity ; Deut. 5. 29. O that there were. 
Such an heart in them, that they would fear me and 
keep my Commandments always; that ſit might be 
well with them and with their Children for ever. 
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Finally, LET the Children & Poſterity of \ew- 


nan be admoniſhed & charged from all that 


een bd, in the Audience of the God of 
PpPeir Fathers, and in the /izht of all his People, 
eee 

to that 


Way of his Worſhip, in which they have 


been Inftituted from the Word of God, in theſs 


Churches. If you can find the WorD of God more 
kept to, in Worſhip, in Fractice, in another (am. 
union, I am well content that you prefer it. 
ut if you are not likely to find more of the ſins 
cere Word & pure Inſtitutions of Chriſt in any 
other Communion, then abide were you are ; and 
hold your ſelves bound in Conſcience to do fo, 

This is a juſt and true Principle of the Froteſtant 
Religion, and the very Bf, of the Reformation 
from Fopery ; and it will ſtand for ever; As be 


Word of the Lord endures the ſame, (the only 


Rule of Faith & Practice, Worſhip and Manners ) 
while one Generation goeth and annber. cometh, 

Your Fathers ſougbt, and found Grace to cen 
the Commandments of God. Prat/ical Piety was 
their Glory in the fight of God & Man. And be- 
ing Pead they yet ſpeak to us, and charge us as 
Dauid did his in; Kncw thou tbe God of thy Fa- 
thers, and ſerve bim with a perfect bears and with: 
& willing mind ; If thou ſ'ek bim be will be found 
of thee, bur if that forfake him be wi/l 7 thee. 74 
for ever. The Grand Lagacy of the Fathers of 
$115 Country to their Poſterity is the Bie. It is. 
the beſt and rich: ſt that they could leave us. 
Let us pre it and keep to it, and it will keep us, 
LET. none ſeduce you from that. However 

es erate fy 


—_—_————_————————_.__l.u 


zealoufly any may ſeem to offe you, it can 


be we//, if they would draw you from this One: 
Principle of theſe Churches, On this Rock Chriſr 
has built his Church; and on it ſtands all pure Re» © 


4 
3 
z 


ligion and undefiled before God, our Father. 


ONLY let your Hearts be right with bim, aeccors 


ding to his Word. If ye be willing & obedient ye 
ſhall eat the Good of the land. It will avail us no- 
thing to be right in Principles of Order, & Wor- 
ſhip, nor yet in Doctrines of Faith, if we are not 
racious in heart & holy in life before him. Our 
1 — with Gop, and traſted in Hin, & 
were not confounded. And he will be the ſame to 
us, if we are ſuch toward him, Only his free & ſpe- 
cial Grace can make us ſo. Seek thit of him; and 
wait on him for it in his appointed ways. Vou ſhall. 
not ſeek this ia vain, He wi! give the holy ſpirit. 


unto them that ask him. The Promiſe is ſure unto. 


all the ſeed. They are a praying Seed, and in- 


flead of the Fathers ſhall be the Children. 


I will only. add, and leave with you, that ord of Pro. 
wiſe, Iſai. 44. 1,5. ( which may it pleaſe God to ſpeak 


to us; and fulfil on ours after us ) Jet now hear, O Jacob 
wy ſervant, and Iſrael whom I have choſen \ Thus ſaith the Lord 
that made thee, & formed thee from the womb, which will help 


thee : Fear not, —— For | will pour water upon hin that 18 
thirſly & floods upon ghe dry graund ; TI will pour my ſpirit = 
thy ſeed, and my S upon thine O pring: And they ſhall 
ſpring up as among 1 
One all ſay J am the LORD':; and another ſball cal 
| himſelf by the Name of Jacob ; and anther ſpall ſubſcribe with 
bis hand 10 the Lord, and ſurname himſelf by the Name of Iſrael. 
Amea and Amen. | 


e g&'dfſi, as willows by the water. Cauiſes - 
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